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NNN Meeting Summary - Date: March 7, 2016 

NNN Members Present: MKris Pierre-NEIU, Thomas Applegate-NRC, Paul Kruszynski-NEIU, 
Jack Smith-NPV, Sharon Hahs-NEIU, Mike Dizon-NEIU, Carmen Rodriguez-HNPCA, Janita 
Tucker-PPIC 

UNIVERSITY UPDATES 

The university is nine months into the year without a state appropriations bill. While the 
university is using tuition and reserves to maintain operations, it has been challenging. 
Summer and Fall sessions appear to be funded using these resources, but community 
members are urged to encourage their state representatives to pass appropriations as 
quickly as possible to protect the university and its students.  Enrollment, so far, appears 
unaffected.  Fall applications appear higher than they have in the past. However, the 
university does have concerns about how the state’s budget impasse will impact enrollment if 
a solution is not achieved soon. 

“The Nest”, the university’s Phase 1 student housing project is progressing ahead of schedule 
and is expected to be completed by August 1st 2016. Applications for student housing are 
on pace, although space is not yet completely full because student housing applications are 
tied to admissions, so some students are not yet eligible to apply. “Hard Hat” tours of the 
space will begin this week, March 10th from 3PM-5PM for university personnel. Area residents 
may also participate in these tours. Pre-registration is required online. 

The university’s Phase 2 project on Bryn Mawr will not break ground for at least another year. 
While the properties on Bryn Mawr between Kimball and Bernard have been acquired via 
eminent domain it appears most owners and tenants will remain in the Bryn Mawr spaces for 
approximately another year. 7-11 and TCF Bank may be leaving sooner.  Because of the 
amount of time between projects, the university may be required to “RFP” the Phase 2 project 
again prior to moving forward.  

Trees removed from campus grounds due to Emerald Ash Borer infestation will be replaced 
unless subject to current budget constraints intended to protect reserves for mission critical 
objectives. NEIU was just recognized as a “Tree Campus U.S.A.” by the Arbor Day Foundation. 

 A mural at Kimball Avenue near Belmont has been installed by NEIU in cooperation with the 
Mexican Fine Arts Museum and the Puerto Rican Arts Alliance, near the El Centro campus. 
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The NEIU police department was recently awarded accreditation by the Illinois Law 
Enforcement Accreditation Program, which measures professionalism and preparedness on 
multiple platforms. Among other cooperative arrangements with nearby city and suburban 
districts, the NEIU police force is often tapped for translation services due to the cultural and 
language diversity represented by their force. 

UPCOMING CAMPUS EVENTS  

MARCH 8TH-10TH Early voting on the NEIU campus in the Student Union, lower level, Room 
003 Wednesday March 8th, Thursday March 9th, and Friday March 10th from 10AM to 5PM.  

MARCH 12TH The Academic Decathlon Meet March 12th will be hosted on the NIEU campus. 
Community volunteers are needed and should contact honors@neiu.edu to request time 
slots and assignments. 

MARCH 15TH NEIU will host a job and internship fair sponsored by the school of business on 
Tuesday, March 15th  

APRIL 16TH The community garden hosted by NEIU in cooperation with the Peterson Garden 
Project will open for the season. Limited spots available are going quickly. 

APRIL 2ND The Fourth Annual Cesar Chavez Day of Service will be co-sponsored by NEIU and 
North River Commission on April 2nd. Details to come.  

COMMUNITY UPDATES 

HNPCA will hold its membership meeting tomorrow, March 8th at 7:3PM with a free 
gardening presentation. The meeting will be held at Northside College Prep HS and is open 
to the public. 

New businesses in the neighborhood are anticipated this spring and summer and the 
community bid a sad farewell to Beijo de Chocolat this past weekend.  

Von Steuben Metropolitan HS will hold its welcome night on March 24th for students who 
received an acceptance letter.  

NRC is pleased to be participating in a broad 18-month community visioning and planning 
program in cooperation with CMAP. Opportunities for engagement will be forwarded to 
community residents.  

PPIC reports 99% occupancy along the Peterson-Pulaski Industrial Corridor and excitedly 
anticipates the opening of Alarmist Tap Zone which will be housed in the former brewmeister 
school at 4055 W. Peterson Ave.  

The next meeting of the NNN will be in July, 2016. Details to follow.
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